
Primary Source Analysis 

Your primary source analysis is due by the start of class on Wednesday, October 30.  

While you should summarize the general points of the primary source, remember that this is an 

analysis, not simply a summary. Use the questions provided on the handouts for primary sources 

earlier this semester (on Canvas) to guide you. Your analysis should reveal a knowledge of class 

discussions, lectures, and readings; no outside sources are allowed. Feel free to cite any of the 

readings (primary or secondary) that you think are relevant. Be sure to keep your analysis focused on 

the primary source that you’ve chosen from the below list, however. 

Paper Length and Formatting: 

• Your primary source analysis should be between two and three pages in length. 

• Please use 12 point, Times New Roman font, standard 1 inch margins, and double-space 

your paper. Since this paper has a length requirement, please be sure that you have removed 

the space after paragraphs. Include your name at the top of the first page, and be sure to 

include page numbers. You should refer to the Chicago Manual of Style for any citations. 

List of Sources to Choose From: 

1. Sojourner Truth, “Address to the First Annual Meeting of the American Equal Rights 

Association” (1867) 

a. https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/experience/gender/docs3.html 

2. Mary Tenney Castle to her namesake Mary Eloise Castle, Honolulu, Sat., Nov. 29, 1884. (p. 

15-17 of PDF) 

a. https://hmha.missionhouses.org/items/show/312 

3. Kicking Bear, “Address at the Council Meeting of the Hunkpapa Sioux, Great Sioux 

Reservation” (October 9, 1890) 

a. https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/kicking-bear-address-speech-text/ 

4. Anna Julia Cooper, “Women’s Cause is One and Universal” (1893) 

a. https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/1893-anna-julia-cooper-

womens-cause-one-and-universal/ 

5. Thomas Jordan Jarvis, [Letter], May 20th, 1908, Greenville, NC [to the men of Pitt County] 

a. https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/jarvislet/jarvislet.html 

6. Mary Harris ‘Mother’ Jones, “Speech at a Public Meeting on the Steps of the Capitol 

Charleston, West Virginia” (August 15, 1912) 

a. https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/mother-jones-speech-at-a-public-meeting-

speech-text/ 

7. Mabel Vernon, “The Picketing Campaign Nears Victor” (December 7, 1917) 

a. https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/vernon-the-picketing-campaign-speech-text/ 

8. Conditions at Camp Greene. Speech of Hon. Sherman E. Burroughs of New Hampshire in 

the House of Representatives February 22, 1918 

a. https://docsouth.unc.edu/wwi/burroughs/burroughs.html 

9. Lutiant Van Wert describes the 1918 Flu Pandemic (1918) 
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a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/21-world-war-i/lutiant-van-wert-describes-

the-1918-flu-pandemic-1918/ 

10. Dorothy West, “Amateur Night in Harlem” (1938) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/23-the-great-depression/dorothy-west-

amateur-night-in-harlem-1938/ 

11. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1941 State of the Union Address, “The Four Freedoms” (January 6, 

1941 

a. https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/fdr-the-four-freedoms-speech-text/ 

12. A Phillip Randolph and Franklin Roosevelt on Racial Discrimination in the Defense 

Industry (1941) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/24-world-war-ii/a-phillip-randolph-and-

franklin-roosevelt-on-racial-discrimination-in-the-defense-industry-1941/ 

13. Aiko Herzig-Yoshinaga on Japanese Internment (1942/1994) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/24-world-war-ii/aiko-herzig-yoshinaga-on-

japanese-internment-1942-1994/ 

14. The Truman Doctrine (1947) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/25-the-cold-war/the-truman-doctrine-

1947/ 

15. J. Edgar Hoover, “Speech Before the House Committee on Un-American Activities” (March 

26, 1947) 

a. https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/hoover-speech-before-the-house-committee-

speech-text/ 

16. NSC-68 (1950) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/25-the-cold-war/nsc-68-1950/ 

17. Senator Margaret Chase Smith’s “Declaration of Conscience” (1950) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/25-the-cold-war/senator-margaret-chase-

smiths-declaration-of-conscience-1950/ 

18. Lillian Hellman Refuses to Name Names (1952) 

a. http://www.americanyawp.com/reader/25-the-cold-war/lillian-hellman-refuses-to-

name-names-1952/ 
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